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SCOPE OF THE 2021 
FEDERAL HUMAN 

TRAFFICKING REPORT

7KH������)HGHUDO�+XPDQ�7UDɝFNLQJ�5HSRUW�SURYLGHV�
DQ�H[KDXVWLYH�RYHUYLHZ�RI�KXPDQ�WUDɝFNLQJ�FDVHV�
within the jurisdiction of the United States Federal 

&RXUWV�LQ�������7KH�5HSRUW�LGHQWLȴHV�DQG�DQDO\]HV�
PXOWLSOH�GDWD�SRLQWV�IRU�QHZ�FULPLQDO�FDVHV�ȴOHG�LQ�
2021. The Report also provides some data points 

IRU�QHZ�FDVHV�ȴOHG� LQ�������������������DQG������
WR� SURYLGH� IRU� \HDU�RYHU�\HDU� FRPSDULVRQ� DQG�
analysis.  

The Report includes all federal cases involving a 

KXPDQ�WUDɝFNLQJ�RHQVH�XQGHU�&KDSWHU����RI� WKH�
8�6�� 3HQDO� &RGH�� 0DQ\� KXPDQ� WUDɝFNLQJ� FDVHV�
SUHVHQW� OHJDO�DQG�HYLGHQWLDU\�FKDOOHQJHV�WKDW�PDNH�
proving the elements of Chapter 77 crimes beyond 

a reasonable doubt challenging. For this reason, if 

a case contains substantial evidence of coercion, 

FRPPHUFLDO�VH[�ZLWK�D�PLQRU��RU�DQ�LGHQWLȴHG�YLFWLP�
RI�WUDɝFNLQJ��VXFK�FDVHV�DUH�LQFOXGHG�LQ�WKH�5HSRUW�
WR� DFFXUDWHO\� FDSWXUH� DOO� IHGHUDO� HRUWV� WR� KROG�
GHIHQGDQWV� DFFRXQWDEOH� IRU� WUDɝFNLQJ� FRQGXFW��
Under some circumstances, a defendant may be 

charged with both Chapter 77 crimes and one or 

PRUH�0DQQ�$FW�RHQVHV��

The Report GRHV� QRW represent the total number 

RI� KXPDQ� WUDɝFNLQJ� FDVHV� LQ� WKH� 8QLWHG� 6WDWHV��
rather, it includes only the cases charged in Federal 

&RXUWV��+XPDQ�WUDɝFNLQJ�FDVHV�FKDUJHG�RQO\� LQ�WKH�
jurisdiction of state courts are not included. Some 

federal cases may originate from state investigations 

or prosecutions, but only cases charged in the Federal 

Courts are included in this report.  

:KLOH� WKH� 7UDɝFNLQJ� 9LFWLPV� 3URWHFWLRQ�
5HDXWKRUL]DWLRQ� $FW� RI� ����� �Ȋ7935$ȋ�� JUDQWV�
WUDɝFNLQJ�YLFWLPV�D�FLYLO�FDXVH�RI�DFWLRQ�DOORZLQJ�WKHP�
WR�UHFRYHU�FLYLO�GDPDJHV�DJDLQVW�WKHLU�WUDɝFNHUV��WKH�
primary focus of the Report is the criminal prosecution 

RI� KXPDQ� WUDɝFNLQJ� FDVHV� LQ� )HGHUDO� &RXUWV�1 The 

5HSRUW� LGHQWLȴHV�FLYLO�FDVHV�ZKHUH�D�SODLQWL�DOOHJHG�
DW�OHDVW�RQH�RHQVH�ZLWKLQ�&KDSWHU����DJDLQVW�DW�OHDVW�
one defendant in the suit. Defendants in civil suits 

FDQ� EH� LQGLYLGXDO� WUDɝFNHUV� RU� HQWLWLHV� LQYROYHG� LQ�
WKH�WUDɝFNLQJ�VFKHPH��7KH�5HSRUW�GRHV�QRW�LGHQWLI\�
which criminal cases also have a civil cause of action 

ȴOHG� DJDLQVW� WKH� FULPLQDO� GHIHQGDQW�� )RU� GHWDLOHG�
information regarding civil causes of action under the 

793$�� UHDGHUV� DUH� HQFRXUDJHG� WR� VHHN� LQIRUPDWLRQ�
IURP� WKH� +XPDQ� 7UDɝFNLQJ� /HJDO� &HQWHU� �+7/&��
which provides an exhaustive review of civil causes of 

DFWLRQ�ȴOHG�LQ�WKH�)HGHUDO�&RXUWV�6\VWHP�

LIMITATIONS OF THE 2021 
)('(5$/�+80$1�75$))Ζ&.Ζ1*�
REPORT 
The 2021 Report conveys fact patterns and trends 

LGHQWLȴHG� LQ� KXPDQ� WUDɝFNLQJ� FDVHV� SURVHFXWHG� DW�
the federal level but GRHV�QRW present data on the 

SUHYDOHQFH� RI� KXPDQ� WUDɝFNLQJ� ZLWKLQ� WKH� 8QLWHG�
States. While the 2021 Report provides a snapshot of 

KRZ�WUDɝFNHUV�RSHUDWH�GRPHVWLFDOO\��WKH�ȴQGLQJV�DQG�
trends throughout the Report are derived only from 

FULPLQDO�FDVHV�ȴOHG�LQ�)HGHUDO�&RXUWV��7KH������5HSRUW�
does not capture data on criminal or civil human 

WUDɝFNLQJ� FDVHV�KDQGOHG� LQ� VWDWH� FRXUW�� QRU�GRHV� LW�
LQFOXGH�GDWD�RQ�KXPDQ�WUDɝFNLQJ�LQYHVWLJDWLRQV�WKDW�
do not result in prosecution.

Accordingly, the data is not intended–and should 

not be used–to convey a complete picture of the 

VFRSH� RI� KXPDQ� WUDɝFNLQJ� LQ� WKH� 8QLWHG� 6WDWHV��

METHODOLOGY )RU� H[DPSOH�� WKH� ����� 5HSRUW� IRXQG� WKDW� ���� RI�
QHZ�IHGHUDO�KXPDQ�WUDɝFNLQJ�SURVHFXWLRQV�ȴOHG�LQ�
�����ZHUH�VH[�WUDɝFNLQJ�FDVHV�2 This percentage is 

D�UHȵHFWLRQ�RI�WKH�FDVHV�ȴOHG�LQ�)HGHUDO�&RXUWVȃQRW�
DQ�LQGLFDWLRQ�WKDW�����RI�KXPDQ�WUDɝFNLQJ�FRQGXFW�
in the United States involves commercial sexual 

exploitation.3 

(YHU\� \HDU�� +7Ζ� FRQWLQXHV� WR� H[SDQG� WKH� VFRSH� RI�
GDWD� LQFOXGHG� LQ� WKH�5HSRUW�� ΖQ� GRLQJ� VR�� WKH� �����
Report captures additional new data points for each 

IHGHUDO� KXPDQ� WUDɝFNLQJ� FDVH� ȴOHG� EHWZHHQ� �����
and 2021. Where available in public sources, the 

following new data points are included in the 2021 

Report: 

� ȏ��7DVN�IRUFH�LQYROYHPHQW�LQ�FULPLQDO�FDVHV��

� ȏ��7DVN�IRUFH�QDPH��ZKHUH�NQRZQ�

� ȏ��7KH�ORFDWLRQ�D�YLFWLP�ZDV�UHFUXLWHG��

� ȏ��7KH�LQGLYLGXDO�ZKR�UHFUXLWHG�D�YLFWLP��

 •  Whether a victim was promised certain material 

SRVVHVVLRQV�DV�SDUW�RI�WKH�UHFUXLWPHQW�SURFHVV��

 •  Type of material possession promised, where 

NQRZQ�

 •  Whether a victim was promised certain essential 

UHVRXUFHV�DV�SDUW�RI�WKH�UHFUXLWPHQW�SURFHVV��

� ȏ��:KHWKHU�D�YLFWLP�ZDV�RHUHG�D�ULGH�DV�SDUW�RI�
WKH�UHFUXLWPHQW�SURFHVV��

 •  Whether a victim was particularly vulnerable due 

WR�SRYHUW\�RU�ȴQDQFLDO�LQVHFXULW\��

 •  Expanded the type of relationship defendants 

KDG�ZLWK�YLFWLPV�SUH�WUDɝFNLQJ�

 •  Expanded the manner by which a human 

WUDɝFNLQJ�FDVH�ZDV�UHIHUUHG�WR�ODZ�HQIRUFHPHQW��

� ȏ��([SDQGHG�WKH�W\SHV�RI�LQYHVWLJDWLQJ�DJHQFLHV�

� ȏ��7\SHV�RI�DVVHWV�VHL]HG�DV�SDUW�RI�FULPLQDO�
judgment. 

IDENTIFICATION OF 
FEDERAL HUMAN 
TRAFFICKING CASES

7R� SXEOLVK� WKH� ����� 5HSRUW�� +7Ζ� FRPSLOHG� DQ�
H[KDXVWLYH� OLVW� RI� KXPDQ� WUDɝFNLQJ� FDVHV� ȴOHG� LQ�
Federal Court by conducting extensive searches of 

the federal government’s Public Access to Court 

(OHFWURQLF� 5HFRUGV� �3$&(5��� :HVWODZ�� %ORRPEHUJ��
and by reviewing press releases published by the 

IHGHUDO� JRYHUQPHQW�� ΖQ�DGGLWLRQ��+7Ζ�SURYLGHG�D� OLVW�
RI� LGHQWLȴHG� KXPDQ� WUDɝFNLQJ� FDVHV� WR� WKH� 8QLWHG�
6WDWHV� $WWRUQH\ȇV� 2ɝFH� �Ȋ86$2ȋ�� LQ� HDFK� GLVWULFW� WR�
YHULI\�DOUHDG\�LGHQWLȴHG�FDVHV�DQG�WR�DOORZ�WKH�86$2�
WR�LGHQWLI\�DQ\�DGGLWLRQDO�KXPDQ�WUDɝFNLQJ�FDVHV�QRW�
DOUHDG\�LGHQWLȴHG�E\�+7ΖȇV�LGHQWLȴFDWLRQ�SURFHVV�

PACER
Using the federal government’s Public Access to 

&RXUW� (OHFWURQLF� 5HFRUGV� �3$&(5���+7Ζ� VHDUFKHG� WKH�
individual pages of the 934 Federal Districts to identify 

FDVHV� LQYROYLQJ� &KDSWHU� ��� DQG�0DQQ� $FW� RHQVHV�
UHODWHG�WR�KXPDQ�WUDɝFNLQJ��ΖQ�GHWHUPLQLQJ�ZKHWKHU�
to include a case charged exclusively under the Mann 

$FW��+7Ζ�FRQVLGHUHG�ZKHWKHU�WKH�JRYHUQPHQW��EDVHG�
on the facts alleged in pleadings and other publicly 

available sources, could ultimately have charged the 

GHIHQGDQW� ZLWK� D� &KDSWHU� ��� RHQVH�� 7KXV�� FDVHV�
charged under the Mann Act without accompanying 

&KDSWHU����RHQVHV�DUH�LQFOXGHG�LI�VRXUFHV�LQGLFDWHG�
that the defendant compelled an adult victim to 

engage in commercial sex through force, fraud, or 

FRHUFLRQ�� 6LPLODUO\�� +7Ζ� LQFOXGHG� 0DQQ� $FW� FDVHV�
involving minor victims where evidence indicated a 

FRPPHUFLDO�H[FKDQJH�IRU�VH[XDO�FRQGXFW�WRRN�SODFH��
)LQDOO\�� +7Ζ� DOVR� LQFOXGHG� FDVHV� FKDUJHG� H[FOXVLYHO\�
XQGHU�WKH�0DQQ�$FW�LI�IHGHUDO�SURVHFXWRUV�FRQȴUPHG�
DQ�LGHQWLȴHG�YLFWLP�RI�WUDɝFNLQJ�LQ�WKH�FDVH��

1  18 U.S. Code § 1595 

2��%DVHG�RQ�����QHZ�FULPLQDO�KXPDQ�WUDɝFNLQJ�FDVHV�ȴOHG�LQ�������
3��%DVHG�RQ�����QHZ�FULPLQDO�KXPDQ�WUDɝFNLQJ�FDVHV�ȴOHG�LQ�������
4��$OWKRXJK�WKHUH�DUH����)HGHUDO�'LVWULFWV��LW�LV�QRW�FXUUHQWO\�SRVVLEOH�WR�VHDUFK�3$&(5�IRU�KXPDQ�WUDɝFNLQJ�SURVHFXWLRQV�ȴOHG�LQ�WKH�1RUWKHUQ�'LVWULFW�
RI�*HRUJLD��$FFRUGLQJO\��+7Ζ�FRQWDFWV�WKH�&OHUN�RI�&RXUW�LQ�WKH�1RUWKHUQ�'LVWULFW�RI�*HRUJLD�WR�LGHQWLI\�KXPDQ�WUDɝFNLQJ�SURVHFXWLRQV�ȴOHG�LQ�LWV�
district each year.
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PRESS RELEASES
+7Ζ� DOVR� LGHQWLȴHG� IHGHUDO� KXPDQ� WUDɝFNLQJ�
prosecutions by reviewing government press releases 

and news stories, including those published by each 

RI�WKH����8QLWHG�6WDWHV�$WWRUQH\ȇV�2ɝFHV��DV�ZHOO�DV�
the following federal agencies:

 •  Department of Justice, Criminal Division, Child 

([SORLWDWLRQ�DQG�2EVFHQLW\�6HFWLRQ�

 •  Department of Justice, Civil Rights Division, 

&ULPLQDO�6HFWLRQ��+XPDQ�7UDɝFNLQJ�3URVHFXWLRQ�
8QLW�

 •  Department of Justice, Federal Bureau of 

ΖQYHVWLJDWLRQ�

 •  Department of Homeland Security, Homeland 

6HFXULW\�ΖQYHVWLJDWLRQV�

� ȏ��'HSDUWPHQW�RI�/DERU��%XUHDX�RI�ΖQWHUQDWLRQDO�
/DERU�$DLUV�

 • Department of State, Bureau of Diplomatic Security

+7Ζ� VHDUFKHG� IRU� DQG� UHYLHZHG� DQ\� JRYHUQPHQW�
press releases and news stories that referenced the 

indictment, arrest, trial, or sentencing of a defendant 

LQYROYHG� LQ� D� KXPDQ� WUDɝFNLQJ� FDVH�� ΖQ� DGGLWLRQ� WR�
identifying cases expressly labeled by the federal 

JRYHUQPHQW� DV� KXPDQ� WUDɝFNLQJ�� WKH� ����� 5HSRUW�
LGHQWLȴHG�FDVHV�WKURXJK�SUHVV�UHOHDVHV�WKDW�GLVFXVVHG�
coerced labor, commercial sex, or transportation of a 

FKLOG�IRU�FRPPHUFLDO�VH[��+7Ζ�LGHQWLȴHG��������5 of the 

QHZ������KXPDQ�WUDɝFNLQJ�SURVHFXWLRQV�WKURXJK�LWV�
review of government press releases and news stories.

WESTLAW & BLOOMBERG
+7Ζ� DOVR� FRQGXFWHG� H[WHQVLYH� VHDUFKHV� RQ�:HVWODZ�
and Bloomberg to identify additional federal human 

WUDɝFNLQJ�SURVHFXWLRQV�RU�FLYLO�KXPDQ�WUDɝFNLQJ�VXLWV�
WKDW�ZHUH�QRW�LGHQWLȴHG�RQ�3$&(5�RU�LQ�JRYHUQPHQW�
SUHVV� UHOHDVHV�� 6SHFLȴFDOO\�� +7Ζ� VHDUFKHG� :HVWODZ�

DQG� %ORRPEHUJ� IRU� DQ\� FRXUW� GRFXPHQWV�� ȴOLQJV��
GHFLVLRQV��RU�DSSHDOV�LQYROYLQJ�KXPDQ�WUDɝFNLQJ��+7Ζ�
LGHQWLȴHG� ���� ����� RI� QHZ� ����� KXPDQ� WUDɝFNLQJ�
cases on Westlaw, all of which were civil cases.6 

)XUWKHU�� +7Ζ� LGHQWLȴHG� ���� ����� RI� WKH� FLYLO� KXPDQ�
WUDɝFNLQJ�VXLWV�ȴOHG�LQ������RQ�%ORRPEHUJ�7 

8�6��'(3$570(17�2)�-867Ζ&(� 
& U.S. ATTORNEY’S OFFICES
7R�FRQȴUP�WKH�DFFXUDF\�DQG�FRPSOHWHQHVV�RI�WKH�OLVW�RI�
QHZ�IHGHUDO�KXPDQ�WUDɝFNLQJ�FDVHV�WKDW�+7Ζ�LGHQWLȴHG�
LQ�������+7Ζ�SURYLGHG� WKH� OLVW� WR� WKH�'HSDUWPHQW�RI�
-XVWLFHȇV� +XPDQ� 7UDɝFNLQJ� 3URVHFXWLRQ� 8QLW� LQ� WKH�
Criminal Section of the Civil Rights Division and to 

WKH� &KLOG� ([SORLWDWLRQ� DQG�2EVFHQLW\� 6HFWLRQ� LQ� WKH�
&ULPLQDO� 'LYLVLRQ�� ΖQ� DGGLWLRQ�� +7Ζ� PDLOHG� SK\VLFDO�
OHWWHUV� WR� WKH� ��� 8QLWHG� 6WDWHV� $WWRUQH\ȇV� 2ɝFHV��
ZLWK� D� OLVW� RI� DOO� WKH� QHZ� KXPDQ� WUDɝFNLQJ� FDVHV�
ȴOHG�LQ�WKHLU�GLVWULFW� LQ�������+7Ζ�LGHQWLȴHG��������RI�
QHZ������FULPLQDO�KXPDQ� WUDɝFNLQJ� FDVHV� WKURXJK�
consultation with federal prosecutors, all of which 

involved charges under Chapter 77.8

HUMAN TRAFFICKING  
LEGAL CENTER
To ensure an exhaustive list of new civil human 

WUDɝFNLQJ� FDVHV�� +7Ζ� DOVR� UHYLHZHG� WKH� +XPDQ�
7UDɝFNLQJ�/HJDO�&HQWHUȇV� �+7/&��FLYLO�FDVH�GDWDEDVH��
+7Ζ�LGHQWLȴHG����������RI�FLYLO�KXPDQ�WUDɝFNLQJ�VXLWV�
ȴOHG�LQ������WKURXJK�+7/&ȇV�FLYLO�FDVH�GDWDEDVH�9

/$7(�&$6(�$''Ζ7Ζ216
ΖQ� DQ� HRUW� WR� SURYLGH� WKH� PRVW� DFFXUDWH�� XS�WR�
GDWH� LQIRUPDWLRQ�� +7Ζ� HQJDJHV� LQ� DQ� H[WHQVLYH�
search process each year with the goal of identifying 

DQG� UHSRUWLQJ� RQ� HYHU\� KXPDQ� WUDɝFNLQJ� FDVH�
ȴOHG� LQ� IHGHUDO� FRXUW�� +RZHYHU�� IRU� PDQ\� UHDVRQV��

DGGLWLRQDO�KXPDQ�WUDɝFNLQJ�FDVHV�PD\�EH�DGGHG�WR�
+7ΖȇV�GDWDEDVH�DIWHU� WKH�\HDU� LQ�ZKLFK�WKH�FDVH�ZDV�
ȴOHG�� 7KLV� LQFOXGHV� FDVHV� ZKHUH� FRXUW� ȴOLQJV� ZHUH�
initially sealed, preventing the case from appearing 

LQ� +7ΖȇV� VHDUFK� UHVXOWV�� DV� ZHOO� DV� FDVHV� ZKHUH� WKH�
JRYHUQPHQW�RU�D�SODLQWL�ȴOHG�D�VXSHUVHGLQJ�FKDUJLQJ�
instrument or amended complaint alleging a Chapter 

���RHQVH�WKDW�ZDV�QRW�DOOHJHG�DW�WKH�WLPH�WKH�FDVH�
ZDV� RULJLQDOO\� ȴOHG�� )XUWKHU�� FULPLQDO� FDVHV� ȴOHG� E\�
FRPSODLQW� PD\� QRW� DSSHDU� LQ� +7ΖȇV� VHDUFK� UHVXOWV�
until a defendant is indicted. Thus, if the government 

charged a defendant by complaint in 2020, but did 

not indict the defendant until 2021, the case would 

QRW�EH�DGGHG�WR�+7ΖȇV�GDWDEDVH�XQWLO�������XQOHVV�D�
IHGHUDO�SURVHFXWRU�VSHFLȴFDOO\� LGHQWLȴHG�WKH�FDVH� WR�
+7Ζ�LQ�������

+XPDQ� WUDɝFNLQJ� FDVHV� FKDUJHG�RXWVLGH�RI� &KDSWHU�
��� DUH� DOVR� VRPHWLPHV� DGGHG� LQ� VXEVHTXHQW� \HDUV�
EHFDXVH� RI� LGHQWLȴFDWLRQ� E\� WKH� 8QLWHG� 6WDWHV�
$WWRUQH\ȇV�2ɝFH�DIWHU�WKH�FRQFOXVLRQ�RI�+7ΖȇV�LQFOXVLRQ�
GHDGOLQH��RU�WKH\�ZHUH�LGHQWLȴHG�DIWHU�QHZ�FRXUW�ȴOLQJV�
FODULȴHG� D� FDVH� TXDOLȴHG� IRU� HQWU\�� )XUWKHU�� WKHUH� LV�
VRPHWLPHV� D� GHOD\� EHWZHHQ� WKH� WLPH� D� FDVH� LV� ȴOHG�
in Federal Court and the time a case is added to legal 

databases, such as Westlaw and Bloomberg. For these 

reasons, case data captured in each annual FRTR is 

OLNHO\�WR�ȵXFWXDWH�\HDU�WR�\HDU��

COLLECTION OF HUMAN 

TRAFFICKING CASE DATA 
ΖQ�������+7Ζ�HPSOR\HG�D�WHDP�RI���DWWRUQH\V�DQG���ODZ�
students to review the public court documents, press 

releases, and news stories about each of the federal 

KXPDQ�WUDɝFNLQJ�FDVHV� LGHQWLȴHG��+7Ζ�DQDO\]HG�WKH�
following public court documents, where available, to 

LGHQWLI\�NH\�GDWD�SRLQWV�DERXW�HDFK�KXPDQ�WUDɝFNLQJ�
case: charging instruments, including indictments, 

FRPSODLQWV�� DQG� LQIRUPDWLRQV�� NH\� PRWLRQV� DQG�
EULHIV�� SOHD� DJUHHPHQWV�� YHUGLFW� IRUPV�� VHQWHQFLQJ�
PHPRUDQGD��MXGJPHQWV��UHVWLWXWLRQ�RUGHUV��IRUIHLWXUH�
RUGHUV�� DQG� DSSHOODWH� ȴOLQJV� DQG� GHFLVLRQV�� +7Ζ�
sought information including data about the human 

WUDɝFNLQJ�VFKHPH��GHIHQGDQWV��FKDUJHV��YLFWLPV��DQG�
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5��%DVHG�RQ�����QHZ�FULPLQDO�KXPDQ�WUDɝFNLQJ�FDVHV�ȴOHG�LQ�������
6��%DVHG�RQ����QHZ�FLYLO�KXPDQ�WUDɝFNLQJ�FDVHV�ȴOHG�LQ�������
7��%DVHG�RQ����QHZ�FLYLO�KXPDQ�WUDɝFNLQJ�FDVHV�ȴOHG�LQ�������
8��%DVHG�RQ�����QHZ�FULPLQDO�KXPDQ�WUDɝFNLQJ�FDVHV�ȴOHG�LQ�������
9��%DVHG�RQ����QHZ�FLYLO�KXPDQ�WUDɝFNLQJ�FDVHV�ȴOHG�LQ�������

DSSHDOV�� +7Ζ� GLG� QRW� UHYLHZ� WUDQVFULSWV� IURP� FRXUW�
KHDULQJV�RU�WULDOV�LQ�HDFK�FDVH��+7Ζ�HQWHUHG�WKH�KXPDQ�
WUDɝFNLQJ� FDVH� GDWD� LQWR� D� 6DOHVIRUFH� GDWDEDVH�
designed expressly for the annual publication of the 

Report. Each data point, when available, was inputted 

IRU� DOO� QHZ� FDVHV� ȴOHG� LQ� ������ DQG� XSGDWHG� IRU� DOO�
DFWLYH�FDVHV�ȴOHG�SULRU�WR�������

HUMAN TRAFFICKING CASES
$� KXPDQ� WUDɝFNLQJ� FDVH� ZLWKLQ� WKH� ����� 5HSRUW�
may include a single defendant or multiple related 

GHIHQGDQWV� �FR�GHIHQGDQWV�� ZKRP� WKH� JRYHUQPHQW�
FKDUJHG�ZLWK�WUDɝFNLQJ�RQH�RU�PRUH�YLFWLPV��:KHUH�
the facts indicated that multiple defendants were 

related through an exploited victim or a common 

SODQ� RU� WUDɝFNLQJ� VFKHPH�� +7Ζ� FDSWXUHG� DOO� WKH�
defendants within one case on the database, even 

when the government may have charged the 

defendants in separate charging instruments or 

under separate case numbers. For example, if the 

government charged two defendants for recruiting 

DQG�IDFLOLWDWLQJ�WKH�WUDɝFNLQJ�RI�D�PLQRU�YLFWLP�ZLWKLQ�
RQH�FDVH�QXPEHU�DQG�VXEVHTXHQWO\�FKDUJHG�D�EX\HU�
defendant for purchasing a commercial sex act from 

the same minor victim within another case number, 

the Report captured all three defendants within one 

KXPDQ�WUDɝFNLQJ�FDVH�VR�ORQJ�DV�WKH�IDFWV�LQGLFDWHG�
that the defendants were all involved in the same 

WUDɝFNLQJ� VFKHPH�� :KHUH� WZR� UHODWHG� GHIHQGDQWV�
are charged in separate case numbers, but one 

defendant is charged after the other defendant’s 

charges have been disposed of, the Report did not 

PHUJH� WKH� GHIHQGDQWV� LQWR� RQH� KXPDQ� WUDɝFNLQJ�
case. Even though the defendants were related 

WKURXJK�D�FRPPRQ�KXPDQ�WUDɝFNLQJ�VFKHPH�� WKH\�
were instead captured as two separate human 

WUDɝFNLQJ�FDVHV�ZLWKLQ�WKH�5HSRUW��

&Ζ9Ζ/�	�&5Ζ0Ζ1$/�&$6(6
�7KH�5HSRUW� FODVVLȴHG�HYHU\�FDVH�DV� FULPLQDO�RU� FLYLO��
Cases are criminal if the government charged a 

GHIHQGDQW�ZLWK�D�IHGHUDO�FULPH�E\�ȴOLQJ�D�FRPSODLQW��
LQIRUPDWLRQ��RU�LQGLFWPHQW��&DVHV�DUH�FLYLO�LI�D�SODLQWL�
ȴOHG�D�FRPSODLQW�LQ�)HGHUDO�&RXUW�DJDLQVW�DQ�LQGLYLGXDO�
or corporate respondent. 
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1(:��$&7Ζ9(�	�Ζ1$&7Ζ9(�&$6(6
�ΖQ� FULPLQDO� FDVHV�� D� FDVH� LV� FDWHJRUL]HG� DV� QHZ�
according to the year in which the government 

FKDUJHG�WKH�ȴUVW�GHIHQGDQW�LQ�WKH�FDVH�E\�FRPSODLQW��
indictment, or information. The 2021 Report 

FRQVLGHUHG�D�KXPDQ�WUDɝFNLQJ�FDVH�WR�EH�QHZ if the 

FDVH�ZDV� ȴOHG� LQ� )HGHUDO� &RXUW� EHWZHHQ� -DQXDU\� ���
2021, and December 31, 2021. The Report considered 

a criminal case to be active in 2021 if the government 

ȴOHG� FKDUJHV� LQ� )HGHUDO� &RXUW� DQG� DW� OHDVW� RQH�
defendant in the case was awaiting trial or sentencing, 

or if at least one defendant had time remaining in 

WKH�FDXVH�RI�DFWLRQ�WR�ȴOH�D�GLUHFW�DSSHDO��7KH�5HSRUW�
FODVVLȴHG�D�FULPLQDO�FDVH�DV�LQDFWLYH�ZKHUH�WKHUH�ZHUH�
no charges against any defendant left to be disposed 

of, and when the time for all defendants to directly 

DSSHDO�WKH�ȴQDO�MXGJPHQW�KDG�H[SLUHG�

 The Report relied on Rules 4 and 26 of the Federal 

5XOHV�RI�$SSHOODWH�3URFHGXUH��)5$3��WR�FDOFXODWH�WKH�
GDWH�WKDW�D�GHIHQGDQWȇV�WLPH�WR�ȴOH�D�QRWLFH�RI�GLUHFW�
DSSHDO�H[SLUHG�� ΖQ�D�FULPLQDO�FDVH��XQGHU�)5$3���E���
ȊD�GHIHQGDQWȇV�QRWLFH�RI�DSSHDO�PXVW�EH�ȴOHG� LQ� WKH�
GLVWULFW� FRXUW� ZLWKLQ� ��� GD\V� DIWHU� WKH� ODWHU� RI�� �L��
the entry of either the judgment or the order being 

DSSHDOHG��RU��LL��WKH�ȴOLQJ�RI�WKH�JRYHUQPHQWȇV�QRWLFH�
RI� DSSHDO�ȋ� )RU� FULPLQDO� FDVHV�ZKHUH� WKH�GHIHQGDQW�
GLG�QRW�DSSHDO�WKH�GLVWULFW�FRXUWȇV�ȴQDO�MXGJPHQW�DQG�
GLG�QRW�ȴOH�DQ\�VXEVHTXHQW�PRWLRQV�XSRQ�ZKLFK�WKH�
district court must rule, the inactive date was 14 days 

beyond the judgment date. 

�ΖQ� FULPLQDO� FDVHV� ZKHUH� RQH� RU�PRUH� GHIHQGDQWV�
appealed the district court’s judgment, and the 

appellate court issued its decision on appeal, the 

case became inactive when the defendant’s time 

to appeal the appellate court’s decision to the 

Supreme Court expired. Rule 13 of the Rules of 

the Supreme Court of the United States provides 

WKDW� ȊD�SHWLWLRQ� IRU�D�ZULW�RI� FHUWLRUDUL� WR� UHYLHZ�D�
judgment in any case, civil or criminal, entered by 

. . . a United States court of appeals . . . is timely 

ZKHQ� LW� LV� ȴOHG� ZLWK� WKH� &OHUN� RI� >WKH� 6XSUHPH@�
&RXUW�ZLWKLQ����GD\V�DIWHU�HQWU\�RI�MXGJPHQW�ȋ�7KH�
6XSUHPH�&RXUW�PD\�H[WHQG�D�SDUW\ȇV�WLPH�IRU�ȴOLQJ�
a writ of certiorari upon a showing of good cause, 

for a period not exceeding 60 days, provided the 

H[WHQVLRQ�LV�UHTXHVWHG�DW�OHDVW�WHQ�IXOO�GD\V�EHIRUH�
the petition is otherwise due. For a criminal case 

where 90 days have passed since the appellate 

court rendered its decision and no additional 

HQWULHV�KDYH�EHHQ�DGGHG�WR�WKH�DSSHOODWH�GRFNHW��LW�
is deemed inactive upon the date that the time to 

ȴOH�WKH�SHWLWLRQ�IRU�FHUWLRUDUL�H[SLUHG��

�ΖQ� FULPLQDO� KXPDQ� WUDɝFNLQJ� FDVHV�� RQFH� WKHUH� DUH�
no pending charges against any defendant and the 

WLPH�IRU�DOO�GHIHQGDQWV�WR�DSSHDO�WKH�ȴQDO�MXGJPHQW�
or order of the court has expired, the case is inactive. 

6XEVHTXHQW�PRWLRQV� IRU�SRVW�FRQYLFWLRQ� UHOLHI�� VXFK�
as a motion challenging the defendant’s conviction 

RU� VHQWHQFH�XQGHU����8�6�&�� i�������RU� WKH�ȴOLQJ�RI�
a habeas corpus petition under 28 U.S.C. § 2241, 

do not render the case active. Furthermore, clerical 

DFWLYLW\�RQ�WKH�GRFNHW�IROORZLQJ�WKH�H[SLUDWLRQ�RI�WKH�
GHIHQGDQWȇV� WLPH� WR� ȴOH� D� GLUHFW� DSSHDO�� LQFOXGLQJ�
WKH�SD\PHQW�RI�D�ȴQH�RU�UHVWLWXWLRQ�RU�D�UHTXHVW�IRU�
PRGLȴFDWLRQ� RI� D� VXSHUYLVHG� WHUP� RI� UHOHDVH�� GRHV�
not reactivate an inactive case. 

�ΖQ�FLYLO�VXLWV��D�FDVH�LV�FDWHJRUL]HG�DV�QHZ�DFFRUGLQJ�
WR� WKH� \HDU� WKH� SODLQWL� ȴOHV� WKH� ȴUVW� FRPSODLQW�
ZLWK� DOOHJDWLRQV� RI� KXPDQ� WUDɝFNLQJ�� 7KH� 5HSRUW�
FRQVLGHUHG�D�FLYLO�FDVH�WR�EH�DFWLYH�LI�D�SODLQWL�KDG�
ȴOHG�D�FRPSODLQW�LQ�)HGHUDO�&RXUW�DQG�DW�OHDVW�RQH�
GHIHQGDQW� ZDV� DZDLWLQJ� D� ȴQDO� MXGJPHQW� RU� KDG�
WLPH�WR�ȴOH�D�GLUHFW�DSSHDO�� ΖI�D�FDVH�ZDV�UHPRYHG�
from state court to Federal Court, the active date 

LV� PDUNHG� DV� WKH� GDWH� WKH� FDVH� ZDV� UHPRYHG� WR�
)HGHUDO� &RXUW�� QRW� WKH� GDWH� WKH� FDVH� ZDV� ȴOHG� LQ�
state court. 

The Report relied on Rules 4 and 26 of the Federal 

5XOHV� RI� $SSHOODWH� 3URFHGXUH� �)5$3�� WR� FDOFXODWH�
WKH�GDWH�D�GHIHQGDQWȇV�WLPH�WR�ȴOH�D�QRWLFH�RI�GLUHFW�
DSSHDO� H[SLUHG�� 8QGHU� )5$3� ��D��� D� GHIHQGDQWȇV�
QRWLFH� RI� DSSHDO� JHQHUDOO\� ȊPXVW� EH� ȴOHG� ZLWK�
the district court within 30 days after entry of the 

MXGJPHQW� RU� RUGHU� DSSHDOHG� IURP�ȋ� $� QXPEHU� RI�
timing extensions are provided in civil cases where 

the United States is a party to the case, where one 

RI� VHYHUDO�PRWLRQV� LV� ȴOHG�� RU�ZKHUH� WKH� DSSHDO� LV�
ȴOHG�E\�DQ�LQPDWH�FRQȴQHG�LQ�DQ�LQVWLWXWLRQ��7KHVH�
WLPLQJ� H[HPSWLRQV� ZHUH� WDNHQ� LQWR� FRQVLGHUDWLRQ�

when calculating a case’s inactive date for purposes 

of the Report. For a civil case where the defendant 

GLG�QRW�DSSHDO�WKH�GLVWULFW�FRXUWȇV�ȴQDO�MXGJPHQW�DQG�
GLG�QRW�ȴOH�DQ\�VXEVHTXHQW�PRWLRQV�XSRQ�ZKLFK�WKH�
GLVWULFW�FRXUW�PXVW�UXOH��WKH�LQDFWLYH�GDWH�LV�PDUNHG�
30 days beyond the judgment date. 

�7KH�5HSRUW�FODVVLȴHG�D�FLYLO�FDVH�DV�LQDFWLYH�ZKHUH�
there were no claims against any defendant 

left to be disposed of, and when the time for all 

GHIHQGDQWV�WR�GLUHFWO\�DSSHDO�WKH�ȴQDO�MXGJPHQW�RU�
order of the court expired. For a civil case where 

one or more defendants appealed the district 

court’s judgment, and the appellate court issued 

its decision on appeal, the case became inactive 

when the defendant’s time to appeal the appellate 

court’s decision to the Supreme Court expired. 

Rule 13 of the Rules of the Supreme Court of the 

8QLWHG�6WDWHV�SURYLGHV�WKDW�ȊD�SHWLWLRQ�IRU�D�ZULW�RI�
certiorari to review a judgment in any case, civil or 

criminal, entered by . . . a United States court of 

DSSHDOV�������LV�WLPHO\�ZKHQ�LW�LV�ȴOHG�ZLWK�WKH�&OHUN�
RI�>WKH�6XSUHPH@�&RXUW�ZLWKLQ����GD\V�DIWHU�HQWU\�RI�
MXGJPHQW�ȋ�7KH�6XSUHPH�&RXUW�PD\�H[WHQG�D�SDUW\ȇV�
WLPH�IRU�ȴOLQJ�D�ZULW�RI�FHUWLRUDUL�XSRQ�VKRZLQJ�RI�
good cause, for a period not exceeding 60 days, 

SURYLGHG�WKH�H[WHQVLRQ�LV�UHTXHVWHG�DW�OHDVW�WHQ�IXOO�
days before the petition is otherwise due. 

For the purposes of the Report, in civil human 

WUDɝFNLQJ�FDVHV��RQFH�WKHUH�ZHUH�QR�SHQGLQJ�FODLPV�
against any defendant to be disposed and after the 

WLPH�IRU�DOO�GHIHQGDQWV�WR�DSSHDO�WKH�ȴQDO�MXGJPHQW�
or order of the court expired, the case became 

inactive. Accordingly, where 90 days had passed 

since the appellate court rendered its decision and no 

DGGLWLRQDO�HQWULHV�ZHUH�DGGHG�WR�WKH�DSSHOODWH�GRFNHW��
the case was deemed inactive upon the date the time 

WR�ȴOH�WKH�SHWLWLRQ�IRU�FHUWLRUDUL�H[SLUHG��ΖI�D�SODLQWL�
ȴOHG�D�FRPSODLQW�ZLWK�D�FDXVH�RI�DFWLRQ�XQGHU�&KDSWHU�
���DQG�VXEVHTXHQWO\�UHPRYHG�WKH�&KDSWHU����FODLP�LQ�
an amended complaint, the Report included the civil 

KXPDQ� WUDɝFNLQJ�VXLW��EXW�PDUNHG� LW�DV� LQDFWLYH�RQ�
WKH�GDWH�WKDW�WKH�DPHQGHG�FRPSODLQW�ZDV�ȴOHG��7KH�
case was then coded as being voluntarily dismissed 

E\�WKH�SODLQWL�
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KXPDQ�WUDɝFNLQJ�FULPH��7KH�5HSRUW�GLG�QRW�LQFOXGH�
defendants who prosecutors charged by complaint 

or information but never ultimately indicted. 

1(:�	�$&7Ζ9(�'()(1'$176
The Report presented data on 2021 new defendants, 

ZKR�DUH�FDWHJRUL]HG�DV�GHIHQGDQWV�WKH�JRYHUQPHQW�
FKDUJHG� IRU� WKH� ȴUVW� WLPH� LQ� ������ )RU� H[DPSOH��
in some instances, prosecutors may initiate and 

ȴOH� D� FDVH� LQ� RQH� \HDU� DQG� DGG� QHZ� GHIHQGDQWV� LQ�
VXEVHTXHQW�\HDUV��

When the Report refers to 2021 active defendants in 

KXPDQ� WUDɝFNLQJ� FDVHV�� LW� FRQVLGHUV� DOO� GHIHQGDQWV�
whose case is still pending in Federal Courts, thus their 

WLPH�WR�ȴOH�D�GLUHFW�DSSHDO�KDG�QRW�UXQ�EHIRUH�RU�LQ�������

A defendant’s active date was the date they were 

initially charged. A defendant’s inactive date was the 

date all charges against the defendant were disposed 

of and, if applicable, the defendant’s window to 

directly appeal expired. For rare situations in which 

there were fugitive defendants or long periods of 

XQH[SODLQHG� GRFNHW� LQDFWLYLW\�� SURMHFW� DWWRUQH\V�
PRQLWRUHG� WKHVH� GRFNHWV� DQQXDOO\� IRU� QHZ� DFWLYLW\��
Fugitive defendants are considered inactive after two 

\HDUV�RI�GRFNHW�LQDFWLYLW\�

Ζ03257$17�'$7(6
)RU�HDFK�GHIHQGDQW��WKH�5HSRUW�WUDFNHG�LPSRUWDQW�GDWHV�
in the criminal justice process. These include dates:

� ȏ��7KH�JRYHUQPHQW�ȴOHG�WKH�LQLWLDO�FKDUJLQJ�
LQVWUXPHQW�

� ȏ��7KH�GHIHQGDQW�SOHG�JXLOW\�RU�ZHQW�WR�WULDO�

� ȏ��7KH�GLVWULFW�FRXUW�HQWHUHG�WKH�ȴQDO�MXGJPHQW�

� ȏ��7KH�GHIHQGDQW�ȴOHG�D�QRWLFH�RI�DSSHDO��LI�
DSSOLFDEOH��

� ȏ��7KH�DSSHOODWH�FRXUW�HQWHUHG�MXGJPHQW��LI�
DSSOLFDEOH���

 •  The defendant’s time to directly appeal expires. 

The Report calculated a defendant’s length of disposition 

as the number of months from a defendant's active 

date to a defendant’s inactive date.

When determining dates, the Report generally relied 

RQ� WKH� ȴOH� VWDPS� GDWH� LQ� WKH� FRXUW� GRFNHW�� XQOHVV�
WKH� FRXUW�GRFNHW� LQGLFDWHG� WKH�HYHQW�RFFXUUHG�RQ�D�
GLHUHQW� GDWH��:KHQ� WKH� GRFNHW� UHYHDOHG� DQ� HYHQW�
RFFXUUHG� RQ� D� GDWH� GLHUHQW� IURP� WKH� ȴOH� VWDPS�
date, the Report relied on the date the event in fact 

occurred. 

'Ζ6326Ζ7Ζ21��Ζ035Ζ6210(17��	�
MONETARY PENALTIES 
The Report also captured the manner in which the 

district court disposed of the charges against each 

GHIHQGDQW�� E\� GLVPLVVDO�� SOHD� DJUHHPHQW�� RU� WULDO�� ΖI�
WKH�GHIHQGDQW�ZDV�FRQYLFWHG��WKH�5HSRUW�WUDFNHG�WKHLU�
sentence, including:

� ȏ�7HUP�RI�LPSULVRQPHQW��LI�DQ\��

� ȏ�7HUP�RI�VXSHUYLVHG�UHOHDVH��LI�DQ\��

� ȏ�$PRXQW�RI�ȴQH��LI�LPSRVHG��

� ȏ�ΖQIRUPDWLRQ�DERXW�VSHFLDO�DVVHVVPHQWV��LI�RUGHUHG��

� ȏ�ΖQIRUPDWLRQ�DERXW�DVVHWV�IRUIHLWHG��DQG

 • Amount of restitution to the victims, if ordered.

7KH�5HSRUW�WUDFNHG�WKH�WRWDO� OHQJWK�RI� LPSULVRQPHQW�
WR�ZKLFK�D�GHIHQGDQW�LQ�D�KXPDQ�WUDɝFNLQJ�FDVH�ZDV�
sentenced. This included the term of imprisonment 

RUGHUHG� IRU�KXPDQ� WUDɝFNLQJ� FRQYLFWLRQV�DV�ZHOO� DV�
QRQ�KXPDQ� WUDɝFNLQJ� FRQYLFWLRQV��:KHQ� FDOFXODWLQJ�
average terms of imprisonment, the Report excluded 

VHQWHQFHV�H[FHHGLQJ�����PRQWKV� ����\HDUV��EHFDXVH�
WKHVH� VHQWHQFHV� DUH� LQIUHTXHQW� DQG� GLVWRUW� DYHUDJH�
VHQWHQFLQJ�GDWD��ΖQ�������QR�GHIHQGDQW�ZDV�VHQWHQFHG�
to more than 50 years in prison. From 2000 to 2020, 5 

defendants were sentenced to more than 50 years in 

SULVRQ��ZLWK�VHQWHQFHV�UDQJLQJ�IURP�����PRQWKV� ����
\HDUV��WR������PRQWKV������\HDUV��

'()(1'$17ȇ6�352)Ζ/(
:KHQ�NQRZQ��WKH�5HSRUW�LQFOXGHG�JHQHUDO�LQIRUPDWLRQ�
DERXW�WKH�GHIHQGDQWȇV�SURȴOH��VXFK�DV�WKH�JHQGHU�RI�
the defendant and the age of the defendant at the 

WLPH�RI�DUUHVW��7KH�5HSRUW�FODVVLȴHG�WKH�GHIHQGDQWȇV�
JHQGHU� DFFRUGLQJ� WR� WKH� JHQGHU� VSHFLȴHG� LQ� SXEOLF�
court documents, press releases, or by the Federal 

%XUHDX� RI� 3ULVRQV��:KHUH� SXEOLF� VRXUFHV� LGHQWLȴHG�
the relationship that the defendant had with the 

victim prior to exploitation, the Report captured 

these data. 

'()(1'$176�Ζ1�$1&Ζ//$5<�
HUMAN TRAFFICKING CASES
ΖQ� IHGHUDO� FULPLQDO� FDVHV� ZKHUH� KXPDQ� WUDɝFNLQJ�
is an ancillary matter, the Report captured only 

defendants whom the government charged with 

D� KXPDQ� WUDɝFNLQJ� FULPH�� 7KH� 5HSRUW� FDWHJRUL]HG�
KXPDQ� WUDɝFNLQJ� DV� DQ� DQFLOODU\� PDWWHU� ZKHUH� LW�
was clear that the primary purpose of the criminal 

enterprise was not� KXPDQ� WUDɝFNLQJ�� )RU� H[DPSOH��
if a federal case was primarily about health care 

fraud, and the government charged only one of ten 

GHIHQGDQWV�ZLWK� D� KXPDQ� WUDɝFNLQJ� FULPH�DQG� WKH�
UHPDLQLQJ� GHIHQGDQWV� ZLWK� QRQ�KXPDQ� WUDɝFNLQJ�
UHODWHG� RHQVHV�� WKH� 5HSRUW� FRQVLGHUHG� KXPDQ�
WUDɝFNLQJ�DQ�DQFLOODU\�PDWWHU�LQ�WKH�FDVH��7KH�5HSRUW�
only captured information about the defendant the 

JRYHUQPHQW�FKDUJHG�ZLWK�D�KXPDQ�WUDɝFNLQJ�FULPH��
it did not include other defendants unrelated to the 

WUDɝFNLQJ�FULPH�V��

Alternatively, the Report did not consider human 

WUDɝFNLQJ�DV�DQ�DQFLOODU\�PDWWHU� LQ�FDVHV�ZKHUH�WKH�
case is primarily� DERXW� KXPDQ� WUDɝFNLQJ�� HYHQ� LI�
WKH� PDMRULW\� RI� FKDUJHV� EURXJKW� ZHUH� QRQ�KXPDQ�
WUDɝFNLQJ� RHQVHV� �L�H��� ZKHUH� RQH� GHIHQGDQW�
ZDV� FKDUJHG� ZLWK� VH[� WUDɝFNLQJ� ZKLOH� WKH� RWKHU�
GHIHQGDQWV� ZHUH� FKDUJHG� QRQ�KXPDQ� WUDɝFNLQJ�
RHQVHV�IRU�DFWV�UHODWHG�WR�WKH�VDPH�VH[�WUDɝFNLQJ�
VFKHPH���)RU�H[DPSOH��LI�SURVHFXWRUV�FKDUJHG�RQH�RI�
WHQ�GHIHQGDQWV�ZLWK� D� KXPDQ� WUDɝFNLQJ� FULPH�DQG�
the remaining defendants with alien harboring and 

money laundering in a scheme where 30 women 

were smuggled into the United States and compelled 

to provide commercial sex at a massage parlor, the 

Report did not� FRQVLGHU� KXPDQ� WUDɝFNLQJ� WR� EH� DQ�
ancillary matter. Accordingly, the Report captured 

information about all the defendants the government 

charged.

2I�WKH�QHZ�FULPLQDO�FDVHV�FKDUJHG�LQ�������WKH�5HSRUW�
IRXQG�WKDW�KXPDQ�WUDɝFNLQJ�ZDV�DQ�DQFLOODU\�PDWWHU�
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 PRIMARY CASE TYPE: SEX TRAFFICKING 
	�)25&('�/$%25 

�7KH� 5HSRUW� FODVVLȴHG� HYHU\� FDVH� DV� HLWKHU� D� VH[�
WUDɝFNLQJ� FDVH� RU� IRUFHG� ODERU� FDVH� E\� WKRURXJKO\�
reviewing the facts included in pleadings, public 

VRXUFHV��QHZV�VWRULHV��DQG�SUHVV�UHOHDVHV��ΖI�WKH�IDFWV�
indicated the defendants compelled or coerced the 

victims to provide labor or services, the case was 

FODVVLȴHG� DV� IRUFHG� ODERU�� &RQYHUVHO\�� LI� WKH� IDFWV�
indicated the defendants compelled or coerced 

the victims to engage in a commercial sex act, the 

FDVH� ZDV� FODVVLȴHG� DV� VH[� WUDɝFNLQJ�� $WWHPSW� DQG�
conspiracy cases were included in both categories.

�7KH�FDVH�W\SH�FODVVLȴFDWLRQ�ZDV�FOHDU�LQ�WKH�PDMRULW\�
RI�KXPDQ�WUDɝFNLQJ�FDVHV�LQ�WKH�5HSRUW��DV�WKH�IDFWV�
or charges involved defendants who compelled or 

coerced victims to perform either labor/services or 

sex, not both. Sometimes, cases contained charges 

or fact patterns that related to both commercial sex 

DQG� IRUFHG� ODERU� KXPDQ� WUDɝFNLQJ�� ΖQ� ������ RQH�
���� FULPLQDO� FDVHV� LQYROYHG� ERWK� VH[� WUDɝFNLQJ� DQG�
IRUFHG�ODERU�FKDUJHV��)RU�WKHVH�FDVHV��+7Ζ�FRQGXFWHG�
a thorough review of the case facts and related 

PDWHULDOV� WR� GHWHUPLQH� LI� WKH� WUDɝFNLQJ� RSHUDWLRQ�
ZDV� SULPDULO\� D� VH[� WUDɝFNLQJ� HQWHUSULVH� RU� IRUFHG�
ODERU�HQWHUSULVH��ΖQ�������WKH�5HSRUW�FRQFOXGHG�WKDW�
WKLV�FDVH�ZDV�SULPDULO\�VH[�WUDɝFNLQJ�ZLWK�DVVRFLDWHG�
forced labor charges.

HUMAN TRAFFICKING 
DEFENDANTS

&5Ζ0Ζ1$/�'()(1'$176
The Report captured every defendant named in 

IHGHUDO� FULPLQDO�KXPDQ� WUDɝFNLQJ�FDVHV�� UHJDUGOHVV�
of whether the individual defendant faced a 

KXPDQ� WUDɝFNLQJ� FKDUJH� LQ� WKH� FDVH�� ΖQFOXGLQJ� DOO�
defendants in the case ensured the Report captured 

WKH�PRVW�DFFXUDWH�SLFWXUH�RI�KXPDQ�WUDɝFNLQJ�FDVHV�
prosecuted in Federal Courts. However, in cases 

ZKHUH� KXPDQ� WUDɝFNLQJ� ZDV� DQ� DQFLOODU\� PDWWHU�
�GLVFXVVHG�LQ�GHWDLO�EHORZ���WKH�5HSRUW�FDSWXUHG�RQO\�
defendants who the government charged with a 
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HUMAN TRAFFICKING 
	�121�+80$1�
TRAFFICKING CHARGES

The Report captured each charge that the government 

ȴOHG�DJDLQVW�HDFK�GHIHQGDQW�� LQFOXGLQJ�ERWK�KXPDQ�
WUDɝFNLQJ� FKDUJHV� DQG� QRQ�KXPDQ� WUDɝFNLQJ�
FKDUJHV�� 7KH� 5HSRUW� UHOLHG� RQ� WKH� ȴQDO� FKDUJLQJ�
instrument against the defendant when determining 

WKH�DSSURSULDWH� FKDUJHV� WR� LQFOXGH��XQOHVV� WKH�ȴQDO�
FKDUJLQJ�LQVWUXPHQW�FRQWDLQHG�QR�KXPDQ�WUDɝFNLQJ�
charge and immediately preceded a plea agreement. 

This combination of circumstances indicated the 

JRYHUQPHQW�UHGXFHG�D�GHIHQGDQWȇV�KXPDQ�WUDɝFNLQJ�
FKDUJHV�DV�SDUW�RI�D�SOHD�DJUHHPHQW��ΖQ�WKLV�VLWXDWLRQ��
WR� DFFXUDWHO\� UHȵHFW� WKDW� WKH� GHIHQGDQW� SOHG� GRZQ�
IURP�D�KXPDQ�WUDɝFNLQJ�FKDUJH��WKH�5HSRUW�UHOLHG�RQ�
WKH� ODVW� LQ�WLPH�FKDUJLQJ� LQVWUXPHQW� WKDW�FRQWDLQV�D�
KXPDQ�WUDɝFNLQJ�FKDUJH�

HUMAN TRAFFICKING CHARGES
7KLV� 5HSRUW� FDWHJRUL]HG� DQ\� FKDUJH� ȴOHG� DJDLQVW� D�
defendant under the following criminal statutes as a 

KXPDQ�WUDɝFNLQJ�FKDUJH�

� ȏ�����8�6�&��i����$WWHPSW�WR�&RPPLW�+XPDQ�
7UDɝFNLQJ��

� ȏ�����8�6�&��i������&RQVSLUDF\�WR�&RPPLW�+XPDQ�
7UDɝFNLQJ��

� ȏ�����8�6�&��i�������3HRQDJH��

� ȏ�����8�6�&��i�������9HVVHOV�LQ�WKH�6ODYH�7UDGH��

� ȏ�����8�6�&��i�������(QWLFHPHQW�LQWR�6ODYHU\��

� ȏ�����8�6�&��i�������ΖQYROXQWDU\�6HUYLWXGH��

� ȏ�����8�6�&��i�������6HL]XUH��'HWHQWLRQ�RI�6ODYHV��

� ȏ�����8�6�&��i�������6HUYLFH�RQ�9HVVHOV�IRU�6ODYH�7UDGH��

� ȏ�����8�6�&��i�������3RVVHVVLRQ�RI�6ODYHV�DERDUG�D�
9HVVHO��

� ȏ�����8�6�&��i�������7UDQVSRUWDWLRQ�RI�6ODYHV�IURP�
WKH�8QLWHG�6WDWHV��

� ȏ�����8�6�&��i�������)RUFHG�/DERU��

� ȏ�����8�6�&��i�������7UDɝFNLQJ�IRU�3HRQDJH��
6ODYHU\��ΖQYROXQWDU\�6HUYLWXGH��RU�)RUFHG�/DERU��

� ȏ�����8�6�&��i�������6H[�7UDɝFNLQJ��

� ȏ�����8�6�&��i�������'RFXPHQWV��

� ȏ�����8�6�&��i�����$��%HQHȴWLQJ�)LQDQFLDOO\��

� ȏ�����8�6�&��i�������$WWHPSW�RU�&RQVSLUDF\�WR�
&RPPLW�+XPDQ�7UDɝFNLQJ��

� ȏ�����8�6�&��i�������ΖPPLJUDWLRQ�'RFXPHQWV��

� ȏ�����8�6�&��i�������Ζ7$5�WR�+XPDQ�7UDɝFNLQJ��

� ȏ�����8�6�&��i�������5Ζ&2�WR�+XPDQ�7UDɝFNLQJ��

7KLV� OLVW� HQFRPSDVVHV� DOO� &KDSWHU� ��� RHQVHV�� DV�
ZHOO�DV�DWWHPSW��FRQVSLUDF\�� Ζ7$5��DQG�5Ζ&2�FKDUJHV�
ZKHUH�WKH�XQGHUO\LQJ�RHQVH�LV�FOHDUO\�GHȴQHG�DV�D�
&KDSWHU����RHQVH�

NON-HUMAN TRAFFICKING 
CHARGES
All criminal charges other than those listed above as 

KXPDQ�WUDɝFNLQJ�FULPHV�DUH�FODVVLȴHG�DV�QRQ�KXPDQ�
WUDɝFNLQJ� RHQVHV�� 1RQ�KXPDQ�WUDɝFNLQJ� FKDUJHV�
LQFOXGH��LQWHU�DOLD��WKH�IROORZLQJ�RHQVHV��

� ȏ����8�6�&��i�������$OLHQ�KDUERULQJ���

� ȏ�����8�6�&��ii�����Ȃ������0DQQ�$FW���

� ȏ�����8�6�&��i�������3URPRWLRQ�RU�)DFLOLWDWLRQ�RI�
3URVWLWXWLRQ�DQG�6H[�7UDɝFNLQJ��

� ȏ�����8�6�&��i������D���&RHUFLRQ�(QWLFHPHQW�RI�DQ�
$GXOW��

� ȏ�����8�6�&��i������E���&RHUFLRQ�(QWLFHPHQW�RI�D�
0LQRU��

� ȏ�����8�6�&��i������D���7UDYHO�ZLWK�ΖQWHQW�WR�(QJDJH�
LQ�&ULPLQDO�6H[XDO�$FWLYLW\��

� ȏ�����8�6�&��i������E���7UDYHO�ZLWK�ΖQWHQW�WR�(QJDJH�
LQ�ΖOOLFLW�6H[XDO�&RQGXFW��

� ȏ�����8�6�&��ii�����Ȃ������&KLOG�VH[XDO�DEXVH�
PDWHULDO���

� ȏ�����8�6�&��i������&RQVSLUDF\���

� ȏ�����8�6�&��i�������Ζ7$5���DQG�

� ȏ�����8�6�&��i�������5Ζ&2��ZKHUH�WKH�SUHGLFDWH�
RHQVH�LV�RXWVLGH�RI�&KDSWHU�����

NUMBER OF CHARGES
ΖQ� JHQHUDO�� WKH� QXPEHU� RI� FKDUJHV� WKDW� WKH� 5HSRUW�
FDSWXUHG� IRU� D� GHIHQGDQW� HTXDOV� WKH� WRWDO� QXPEHU�
RI�FKDUJHV�LQFOXGHG�LQ�WKH�ȴQDO�FKDUJLQJ�LQVWUXPHQW�

DJDLQVW� WKH�GHIHQGDQW��:KHUH� WKH�JRYHUQPHQW�ȴOHG�
a superseding information that included additional 

charges for the sole purpose of a plea agreement, the 

Report also captured the charges from the charging 

instrument immediately preceding the superseding 

LQIRUPDWLRQ��ΖQ�GRLQJ�VR��WKH�5HSRUW�DLPHG�WR�FDSWXUH�
the most serious charges that the government 

brought against the defendant, as well as the ultimate 

charges included in the defendant’s plea agreement. 

:KHUH� KXPDQ� WUDɝFNLQJ� LV� FRQVLGHUHG� DQ� DQFLOODU\�
matter, the Report included all charges that the 

government brought against only those defendants 

LQYROYHG� LQ� WKH� WUDɝFNLQJ� HQWHUSULVH�� 7KLV� LQFOXGHV�
ERWK� KXPDQ� WUDɝFNLQJ� DQG� QRQ�KXPDQ� WUDɝFNLQJ�
FKDUJHV�ȴOHG�DJDLQVW�WKRVH�GHIHQGDQWV�

HUMAN TRAFFICKING 
VICTIMS

VICTIMS IN CRIMINAL CASES
7KH� 5HSRUW� FDSWXUHG� RQO\� SXEOLFO\�DYDLODEOH�
LQIRUPDWLRQ�DERXW�YLFWLPV�WKH�JRYHUQPHQW�LGHQWLȴHG�
by name, initials, or pseudonym within one or more 

KXPDQ� WUDɝFNLQJ� FKDUJHV� RU� UHODWHG� FKDUJHV� OLVWHG�
in the charging instruments. For these victims, the 

5HSRUW� WUDFNHG� WKH� YLFWLPȇV� JHQGHU�� DJH�� SDUWLFXODU�
vulnerabilities the recruiter may have exploited, the 

manner in which the victim was recruited, and who 

recruited the victim. The Report also provided data 

on the nationality of victims, type of visa held, if 

DSSOLFDEOH��DQG�ZKHWKHU�WKH�YLFWLP�ZDV�WUDɝFNHG�LQWR�
the United States, after they were already present in 

the United States, or abroad. 

+7ΖȇV�DELOLW\�WR�GHWHUPLQH�WKH�WRWDO�QXPEHU�RI�YLFWLPV�
H[SORLWHG�E\�GHIHQGDQWV�LQ�IHGHUDO�KXPDQ�WUDɝFNLQJ�
cases is limited, as the total number of victims 

exploited by a defendant may be more than the 

YLFWLPV� LGHQWLȴHG� LQ� WKH� FKDUJLQJ� LQVWUXPHQW�� 7KH�
YLFWLP�UHODWHG�ȴQGLQJV� LQ�WKLV�5HSRUW�VKRXOG�QRW�be 

used as a prevalence estimate for the number of 

YLFWLPV�WUDɝFNHUV�H[SORLWHG�LQ�WKH�8QLWHG�6WDWHV��QRU�
should they serve as an estimate of the number of 

victims assisted by the government or civil society 

RUJDQL]DWLRQV�

LQ���VH[�WUDɝFNLQJ�FDVH��ΖW�LV�LPSRUWDQW�WR�QRWH�WKDW�LQ�
FDVHV�ZKHUH� WUDɝFNLQJ�ZDV�DQ�DQFLOODU\�PDWWHU�� WKH�
case becomes inactive when the defendant charged 

ZLWK� D� WUDɝFNLQJ� FULPH� EHFRPHV� LQDFWLYH�� HYHQ�
where charges may still be pending against the other 

defendants. 

&Ζ9Ζ/�'()(1'$176
)RU�FLYLO�KXPDQ�WUDɝFNLQJ�FDVHV��WKH�5HSRUW�LQFOXGHG�
RQO\� GHIHQGDQWV� DJDLQVW� ZKRP� SODLQWLV� DOOHJH�
Chapter 77 or Fair Labor Standards Act claims. Where 

D�GHIHQGDQW�LQ�D�FLYLO�VXLW�ȴOHV�D�FRXQWHUFODLP�DJDLQVW�
WKH�SODLQWL�LQYROYLQJ�D�&KDSWHU����RHQVH��WKH�5HSRUW�
DGGV�WKH�SODLQWL�DV�WKH�ȊGHIHQGDQWȋ�LQ�WKH�GDWDEDVH��
as they are the party being accused of the human 

WUDɝFNLQJ�FRQGXFW��

)RU� HDFK�RI� WKHVH�GHIHQGDQWV�� WKH�5HSRUW� WUDFNHG�
important dates in the civil process, such as the 

GDWH��

� ȏ�7KH�SODLQWLV�ȴOHG�VXLW��

� ȏ�2I�GLVPLVVDO��WULDO��RU�VHWWOHPHQW��

� ȏ�$�SDUW\�ȴOHG�D�QRWLFH�RI�DSSHDO��LI�DSSOLFDEOH��

� ȏ��7KH�DSSHOODWH�FRXUW�HQWHUHG�MXGJPHQW��LI�
DSSOLFDEOH��

When determining dates, the Report generally relied 

RQ� WKH� ȴOH� VWDPS� GDWH� LQ� WKH� FRXUW� GRFNHW�� XQOHVV�
WKH�FRXUW�GRFNHW�LQGLFDWHG�WKH�HYHQW�RFFXUUHG�RQ�D�
GLHUHQW�GDWH��:KHQ� WKH�GRFNHW� UHYHDOHG�DQ�HYHQW�
RFFXUUHG� RQ� D� GDWH� GLHUHQW� IURP� WKH� ȴOH� VWDPS�
date, the Report relied on the date the event in 

fact occurred. For cases where the district court 

entered a judgment or default judgment, the Report 

disclosed the amount of the judgment. The Report 

also disclosed the amount of settlement when 

NQRZQ��



1 2 7126

REVIEW OF FEDERAL 
HUMAN TRAFFICKING 
CASE DATA
ΖQ� DQ� HRUW� WR� SURYLGH� D� FRPSOHWH� DQG� DFFXUDWH�
DQDO\VLV�RI�KXPDQ� WUDɝFNLQJ�FDVHV�ȴOHG� LQ�)HGHUDO�
&RXUW�� +7Ζ� HQJDJHG� LQ� D� FRPSUHKHQVLYH� UHYLHZ�
SURFHVV� RI� HDFK� KXPDQ� WUDɝFNLQJ� FDVH� HQWHUHG�
into the database. Every case in the database was 

UHYLHZHG�E\�DW�OHDVW�WZR�GLHUHQW�SURMHFW�DWWRUQH\V��
2QFH� D� SURMHFW� DWWRUQH\� HQWHUHG� LQIRUPDWLRQ�
DERXW�D� FDVH� LQWR� WKH�GDWDEDVH��D�GLHUHQW�SURMHFW�
DWWRUQH\�ZDV�WDVNHG�ZLWK�UHYLHZLQJ�HDFK�ȴHOG�XVLQJ�
WKH� SULPDU\� VRXUFHV� WR� FRQȴUP� HDFK� HQWU\� ZDV�
FRUUHFW�� 7KH� SURMHFW� DWWRUQH\V� UDLVHG� TXHVWLRQV�
and anomalies to the Report’s Primary Authors 

IRU� GHFLVLRQV�� ΖQ� DGGLWLRQ�� WKH� SURMHFW� DWWRUQH\V�
reviewed the database through various topical 

WURXEOHVKRRWLQJ�UHSRUWV�WR�GHWHFW�DQ\�EODQN�ȴHOGV�RU�
unusual entries.

REVIEW OF FEDERAL 
HUMAN TRAFFICKING 
CASE DATA
+7Ζ�SURYLGHG�D�ULJRURXV�UHYLHZ�RI�WKH�GDWD�LQ�IHGHUDO�
KXPDQ�WUDɝFNLQJ�FDVHV�WR� LGHQWLI\�NH\�ȴQGLQJV�DQG�
HPHUJLQJ� WUHQGV�� ΖQ� DGGLWLRQ�� SULRU� WR� GUDIWLQJ� WKH�
5HSRUW�� +7Ζ� FROODERUDWHG� ZLWK� NH\� DQWL� WUDɝFNLQJ�
VWDNHKROGHUV�WR�SUHYLHZ�WKH�SUHOLPLQDU\�ȴQGLQJV�IURP�
the data and discussed themes and trends to include 

LQ�WKH�ȴQDO�5HSRUW�SXEOLFDWLRQ��)RU�WKH������5HSRUW��
+7Ζ�SURYLGHG�SUHOLPLQDU\�ȴQGLQJV�WR�WKH�'HSDUWPHQW�
RI� -XVWLFHȇV� +XPDQ� 7UDɝFNLQJ� 3URVHFXWLRQ� 8QLW�
DQG� &KLOG� ([SORLWDWLRQ� DQG� 2EVFHQLW\� 6HFWLRQ�� WKH�
'HSDUWPHQW�RI�6WDWHȇV�2ɝFH�WR�0RQLWRU�DQG�&RPEDW�
7UDɝFNLQJ� LQ� 3HUVRQV�� DQG� WKH� 'HSDUWPHQW� RI�
Homeland Security’s Center for Countering Human 

7UDɝFNLQJ�� +7Ζ� LQFRUSRUDWHG� WKH� UHFRPPHQGDWLRQV�
DQG�IHHGEDFN�IURP�WKH�SUHOLPLQDU\�ȴQGLQJV�EULHȴQJV�
into the 2021 Report. 

Note, all percentages in the Report are rounded 

up to the nearest whole number. For this reason, 

SHUFHQWDJHV�PD\�QRW�DOZD\V�DGG�XS�WR������

SOLICITATION STRATEGIES  
IN SEX TRAFFICKING CASES
7KH� 5HSRUW� WUDFNHG� WKH� SULPDU\� PHWKRG� WKDW�
GHIHQGDQWV� LQ� VH[� WUDɝFNLQJ� FDVHV� XVHG� WR� VROLFLW�
buyers. The method of solicitation was determined by 

how or where a defendant located buyers, including 

the following strategies: 

 •  %DU�RU�&OXE��:KHQ�D�WUDɝFNHU�VROLFLWHG�EX\HUV�RI�
commercial sex at an establishment which served 

DOFRKRO�RU�GULQNV�DV�WKHLU�SULPDU\�EXVLQHVV�SXUSRVH�

 •  %URWKHOV�� :KHQ� D� WUDɝFNHU� VROLFLWHG� EX\HUV� RI�
commercial sex through an illegal establishment 

ZKHUH� LQ�KRXVH� FRPPHUFLDO� VH[�ZDV� RHUHG� WR�
customers. 

 •  Internet:� :KHQ� D� WUDɝFNHU� VROLFLWHG� EX\HUV� RI�
commercial sex through an online website or 

social media platform.

 •��0DVVDJH� 3DUORU�� :KHQ� D� WUDɝFNHU� VROLFLWHG�
buyers of commercial sex at a business that 

RHUHG�� RU� FODLPHG� WR� RHU�� OHJLWLPDWH� VSD�
services. This included legal massage parlors, as 

ZHOO�DV�LOOLFLW�PDVVDJH�SDUORUV�WKDW�FODLPHG�WR�RHU�
legitimate spa services but whose true purpose 

ZDV�WR�RHU�FRPPHUFLDO�VH[�WR�FXVWRPHUV��

 •  3UH�H[LVWLQJ� 5HODWLRQVKLS�� :KHQ� D� WUDɝFNHU�
solicited buyers of commercial sex among 

LQGLYLGXDOV�WKH\�DOUHDG\�NQHZ��$Q�H[DPSOH�RI�WKH�
SUH�H[LVWLQJ� UHODWLRQVKLS� PHWKRG� RI� VROLFLWDWLRQ�
would be a drug dealer who began selling victims 

for commercial sex to his customers in addition 

to drugs. 

 •��6WUHHW�EDVHG�&RPPHUFLDO�6H[��:KHQ�D�WUDɝFNHU�
expected a victim to solicit or initiate commercial 

VH[�E\�ZDONLQJ�D�GHVLJQDWHG�VHFWLRQ�RI�D�VWUHHWȃ�
RIWHQ�DQ�DUHD�NQRZQ�IRU�FULPLQDO�DFWLYLW\ȃZKLFK�
LV�VRPHWLPHV�FDOOHG�D�ȊWUDFNȋ��ȊVWUROOȋ��RU�ȊEORFNȋ��

 •  6WULS�&OXE��:KHQ�D�WUDɝFNHU�VROLFLWHG�RU�H[SHFWHG�
a victim to solicit buyers or initiate commercial 

sex at a strip club. 

 •  7UXFN� 6WRS�� :KHQ� D� WUDɝFNHU� VROLFLWHG� RU�
expected a victim to solicit buyers or initiate 

FRPPHUFLDO�VH[�DW�D�WUXFN�VWRS�

INDUSTRIES IN  
FORCED LABOR CASES
7KH� ����� 5HSRUW� WUDFNHG� WKH� SULPDU\� LQGXVWU\�
LQ� IRUFHG� ODERU� FDVHV�� ZKLFK� ZDV� GHȴQHG� E\� WKH�
predominant type of labor or services that the 

defendant compelled a victim to provide. Federal 

KXPDQ� WUDɝFNLQJ� FDVHV� LQYROYHG� YLFWLPV� H[SORLWHG�
for labor or services in the following industries: 

 •  $JULFXOWXUH��:KHQ�D�WUDɝFNHU�FRPSHOOHG�D�YLFWLP�
to provide labor for a farming business primarily 

engaged in growing crops, cultivating soil, or 

rearing animals for their byproducts. 

 •  %DU�RU�&OXE��:KHQ�D�WUDɝFNHU�FRPSHOOHG�D�YLFWLP�
to provide labor or services at an establishment 

WKDW� VHUYHG� DOFRKRO� RU� GULQNV� DV� LWV� SULPDU\�
business purpose. 

 •  %HDXW\�6HUYLFHV��:KHQ�D�WUDɝFNHU�FRPSHOOHG�D�
YLFWLP�WR�ZRUN�DW�D�EXVLQHVV��WKH�SULPDU\�SXUSRVH�
of which was providing health or beauty services. 

This includes but is not limited to manicures, 

haircuts, hair braiding, facials, and/or waxing.

 •  &RQVWUXFWLRQ�� :KHQ� D� WUDɝFNHU� FRPSHOOHG� D�
victim to provide labor at a commercial business 

focused on the process of building or repairing 

infrastructure, facilities, or residences.

 •  'RPHVWLF� :RUN�� :KHQ� D� WUDɝFNHU� FRPSHOOHG�
D� YLFWLP� WR� ZRUN� IRU� D� IDPLO\� RU� KRXVHKROG�
SHUIRUPLQJ� WDVNV� VXFK� DV� FOHDQLQJ� RU� FKLOGFDUH��
often living on site. 

TERMINOLOGY
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VICTIMS IN CIVIL CASES
7KH�5HSRUW�UHOLHG�RQ�SXEOLF�FRXUW�GRFXPHQWV�WR�WUDFN�
YLFWLP� LQIRUPDWLRQ� LQ� FLYLO� KXPDQ� WUDɝFNLQJ� FDVHV��
)RU� FLYLO� VXLWV� LQYROYLQJ� IHZHU� WKDQ� ��� SODLQWLV�� WKH�
5HSRUW� FDSWXUHG� LQIRUPDWLRQ� DERXW� HDFK� SODLQWL�
victim, including the gender and age of the victim, 

ZKHUH� NQRZQ�� )RU� FLYLO� VXLWV� LQYROYLQJ� ��� RU� PRUH�
SODLQWLV��WKH�5HSRUW�FDSWXUHG�LQIRUPDWLRQ�DERXW�WKH�
OHDG�SODLQWL�LQ�WKH�FDVH�

HUMAN TRAFFICKING 
APPEALS
:KHUH� D� GHIHQGDQW� ȴOHG� D� QRWLFH� RI� DSSHDO� LQ� D�
FULPLQDO� FDVH�� WKH� 5HSRUW� WUDFNHG� WKH� WLPLQJ� DQG�
GHFLVLRQ�RI�WKH�DSSHDO��7KH�5HSRUW�WUDFNHG�RQO\�GLUHFW�
DSSHDOV� WKDW� IROORZHG� D� ȴQDO� MXGJPHQW� LQ� WKH� FDVH�
WKDW�ZHUH�ȴOHG�ZLWKLQ� WKH� WLPHOLQH�VHW�RXW� LQ�5XOH���
of the Federal Rules of Appellate Procedure. The 

Report captured information about direct appeals 

to an appellate court, and direct appeals to the 

United States Supreme Court. The Report did not 

WUDFN�LQWHUORFXWRU\�DSSHDOV��)XUWKHUPRUH��WKH�5HSRUW�
GLG�QRW� FDSWXUH�DSSHDOV�EDVHG�RQ� FROODWHUDO� DWWDFNV�
on the district court’s judgment, such as motions to 

challenge a conviction or sentence under 28 U.S.C. § 

������RU�WKH�ȴOLQJ�RI�D�KDEHDV�FRUSXV�SHWLWLRQ�XQGHU�
28 U.S.C. § 2241.
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 •  +RVSLWDOLW\�� :KHQ� D� WUDɝFNHU� FRPSHOOHG� D�
YLFWLP� WR�ZRUN�DW� D�KRWHO� RU� LQ�RWKHU�KRVSLWDOLW\�
services. This term is a broad industry category 

that focuses on lodging and tourism. 

 • �ΖPSULVRQPHQW��When a victim alleged that their 

detention in jail/prison alone constituted forced 

labor. 

 •��-DQLWRULDO�6HUYLFHV��:KHQ�D�WUDɝFNHU�FRPSHOOHG�
D� YLFWLP� WR�ZRUN� LQ� MDQLWRULDO� RU� FOHDQLQJ� GXWLHV�
for a cleaning company or for commercial or 

public properties. This includes but is not limited 

to employees of maid services, and commercial 

janitors.

 • �/DERU�:KLOH� ΖQFDUFHUDWHG� When victims were 

forced to perform labor or any other services while 

LQ�MDLO�SULVRQ�ZLWKRXW�DGHTXDWH�FRPSHQVDWLRQ�

 •��0DQXIDFWXULQJ�� :KHQ� D� WUDɝFNHU� FRPSHOOHG�
D� YLFWLP� WR� ZRUN� LQ� DQ\� LQGXVWU\� IRFXVHG� RQ�
WKH� SURGXFWLRQ� RU� SDFNDJLQJ� RI� IRRG� RU� RWKHU�
merchandise to be sold, or any other type of 

LQGXVWULDO�IDFWRU\�W\SH�MRE��

 •  0DVVDJH� 3DUORU�� :KHQ� D� WUDɝFNHU� FRPSHOOHG�
D� YLFWLP� WR� ZRUN� LQ� D� EXVLQHVV� WKDW� RHUHG�� RU�
FODLPHG� WR� RHU�� OHJLWLPDWH� VSD� VHUYLFHV�� 7KLV�
includes but is not limited to legal massage 

parlors, as well as illicit massage parlors that 

FODLPHG� WR� RHU� OHJLWLPDWH� VSD� VHUYLFHV� EXW�
ZKRVH�WUXH�SXUSRVH�ZDV�WR�RHU�FRPPHUFLDO�VH[�
to customers. 

 •  0HGLFDO� RU�+HDOWK� 6HUYLFHV��:KHQ� D� WUDɝFNHU�
FRPSHOOHG� D� YLFWLP� WR� ZRUN� LQ� DQ\� LQGXVWU\�
focused on health and medical care.

 •  5HVWDXUDQW�RU�)RRG�ΖQGXVWULHV��:KHQ�D�WUDɝFNHU�
FRPSHOOHG� D� YLFWLP� WR� ZRUN� DW� D� YHQXH�� WKH�
primary purpose of which was selling prepared 

food. This includes but is not limited to fast food 

restaurants, sit down restaurants, and food or ice 

FUHDP�WUXFNV��

 •  Retail:�:KHQ� D� WUDɝFNHU� FRPSHOOHG� D� YLFWLP� WR�
ZRUN� DW� D� FRPPHUFLDO� YHQXH� ZKRVH� SULPDU\�
purpose was to sell merchandise. This includes 

but is not limited to gas stations, grocery stores, 

and car dealerships.

 •  7HFKQRORJ\� 6HUYLFHV�� :KHQ� D� WUDɝFNHU�
FRPSHOOHG�D�YLFWLP� WR�ZRUN� LQ� WKH� WHFKQRORJLFDO�
industry. 

METHODS OF COERCION

7KH� ����� 5HSRUW� FDWHJRUL]HG� HYHU\� PHWKRG� RI�
coercion as either physical or nonphysical. Physical 

coercion included any method that involved bodily 

contact, physical restraint, or physical isolation, as 

well as conduct that impacted the victim’s physical 

health. 

7KH�IROORZLQJ�PHWKRGV�RI�FRHUFLRQ�ZHUH�FDWHJRUL]HG�
as physical coercion: 

� ȏ��&DJHV��ORFNHG�URRPV��RU�EDUUHG�FHOOV�

� ȏ��&KDLQV�RU�VKDFNOHV�

 •  Controlling or withholding a victim’s access to 

food 

 •  Forced abortion 

� ȏ��ΖQGXFLQJ�RU�H[SORLWLQJ�D�VXEVWDQFH�XVH�GLVRUGHU�
or forcing a victim to use drugs 

 •  Physical abuse 

 •  Physical isolation 

 •  Rape or sexual violence 

 •  Sleep deprivation 

 •  Tattoos or branding 

 •  Withholding medical care 

Nonphysical coercion included any method that 

involves threats, fraud or conduct that impacted the 

victim’s mental or emotional health. 

7KH�IROORZLQJ�PHWKRGV�RI�FRHUFLRQ�ZHUH�FDWHJRUL]HG�
as nonphysical coercion: 

 •  Abuse of a position of power 

 •  Controlling or withholding access to the victim’s 

child or family members 

 •  Brandishing weapons 

 •  Debt manipulation

 •  Exploitation of a cognitive disability 

 •  Extortion, including threatening to share images 

or videos 

 •  Fear of gang violence

 •  Fraudulent misrepresentation of a job 

 •  Fraudulent promise of romantic relationship 

 •  Language barrier

 •  Manipulation of a written contract 

 •  Religious abuse, including the abuse of 

leadership in religious settings, as well as the 

exploitation of religious beliefs or principles to 

compel labor or sex 

 •  Threats of arrest for forced unlawful acts 

 •  Threats of deportation 

 •  Threats of physical abuse 

 •  Threats to other victims or third parties 

 •  Threats to the victim’s child or other family 

members 

 •  Verbal or emotional abuse 

 •  Withholding immigration documents 

 •  Withholding pay 

� ȏ��:LWKKROGLQJ�SHUVRQDO�LGHQWLȴFDWLRQ�GRFXPHQWV

ADDITIONAL TERMINOLOGY

 • Adult: Any person who is 18 years of age or older. 

 •  Bottom:� $� IHPDOH� DSSRLQWHG� E\� WKH� WUDɝFNHU�
pimp to supervise the others and report rule 

YLRODWLRQV�� 2SHUDWLQJ� DV� KLV� ȊULJKW� KDQG�ȋ� WKH�
Bottom may help instruct victims, collect money, 

ERRN�KRWHO�URRPV��SRVW�DGV��RU�LQȵLFW�SXQLVKPHQWV�
on other girls. 

 •  %X\HU� &DVH� A case in which one or more of 

the defendants bought or attempted to buy 

FRPPHUFLDO�VH[�IURP�D�WUDɝFNLQJ�YLFWLP��

 ȏ��%X\HU� 'HIHQGDQW� A defendant charged with 

buying or attempting to buy commercial sex from 

D�SHUVRQ��NQRZLQJ�RU�LQ�UHFNOHVV�GLVUHJDUG�RI�WKH�
IDFW�WKDW�WKH�SHUVRQ�LV�D�WUDɝFNLQJ�YLFWLP��%X\HU�
defendants can also be charged with buying or 

DWWHPSWLQJ�WR�EX\�ODERU�IURP�D�WUDɝFNLQJ�YLFWLP��
but there were no active buyer defendants in 

forced labor cases in 2021. 

 •��&RPPHUFLDO�H[FKDQJH� When persons provide a 

thing of value to another individual in exchange 

for a good or service

 •��&RPPHUFLDO�VH[��7KH�WHUP�ȊFRPPHUFLDO�VH[�DFWȋ�
means any sex act on account of which anything 

RI�YDOXH�LV�JLYHQ�WR�RU�UHFHLYHG�E\�DQ\�SHUVRQ�����
8�6�&������������

 •��'LVWULFW�&RXUW��7KH�GLVWULFW�FRXUW�ZDV�FDWHJRUL]HG�
by the district of the trial court that had jurisdiction 

over the case, or the district court that ultimately 

disposed of the charges in the case. 

 • Minor: Any person under the age of 18. 

 • �/LIH�ΖPSULVRQPHQW� A sentence of imprisonment 

for the defendant to remain in prison for the 

rest of their natural life. The Report captured 

life sentences that the court imposed against 

D� GHIHQGDQW� LQ� D� KXPDQ� WUDɝFNLQJ� FDVH�� HYHQ�
where the defendant was also convicted of other 

serious crimes. 

 • �3ULPDU\�ΖQYHVWLJDWLYH�$JHQF\� The federal law 

enforcement agency that played the primary role 

LQ� WKH� LQYHVWLJDWLRQ�RI�D�KXPDQ�WUDɝFNLQJ�FDVH��
ΖI� LW� LV� GLɝFXOW� WR� DVFHUWDLQ� IURP�SXEOLF� VRXUFHV�
which agency played the primary role, the 

SULPDU\�DJHQF\�ZDV�FODVVLȴHG�DV�WKH�DJHQF\�WKDW�
LQLWLDWHG�WKH�LQYHVWLJDWLRQ��LI�NQRZQ��

 •��3XEOLF� 6RXUFHV� Public court documents, press 

releases, news stories, and other publicly 

DYDLODEOH� LQIRUPDWLRQ� WKDW� +7Ζ� VHDUFKHG� GXULQJ�
the collection and entry of case data for the 

5HSRUW�� 7KLV� LQFOXGHG� FDVH� ȴOLQJV� WKDW� +7Ζ�
SXUFKDVHG� IURP� 3$&(5� RU� GRFXPHQWV� WKDW� +7Ζ�
retrieved from subscription legal databases. 

 •  Recruitment: the act of inducing an individual to 

engage in commercial sex or forced labor.

  •��6WLQJ� &DVH� A deceptive law enforcement 

operation used to catch a person committing 

a crime. This included sting cases in which law 

enforcement responded to an advertisement 

SRVWHG�E\�D�WUDɝFNHU�VHOOLQJ�D�YLFWLP��DQG�FDVHV�
LQ�ZKLFK� ODZ�HQIRUFHPHQW�DGYHUWLVHV�D�ȴFWLWLRXV�
victim to attract buyers.


